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TOWNSHIP OF BERKELEY 

WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

November 12, 2019 

6:30 PM PUBLIC MEETING 

 

The November 12, 2019 meeting of the Berkeley Township Waterways Advisory Commission 

took place at 6:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building located at 627 Pinewald Keswick Road, 

Bayville, NJ. The meeting opened with the salute to the flag. Gail Hickey, Recording Secretary, 

recorded the meeting. A moment of silence was held following the Salute to the Flag in honor 

of Rosalee Di Pietro, former Commission Secretary.  Roll call was taken. 

 

A.  SALUTE TO THE FLAG 

 

B.  ROLL CALL: Present: Chairman William McGrath, Commissioner Beth Collis, Commissioner 

Jerome Bollettieri, Commissioner Frederick Bekiarian, Commissioner Robert Nunn, and 

Commissioner Lee Gashlin. Absent: Commissioner Tom Bellinato, Commissioner Vito Esposito, 

Commissioner Larry Borio and Council Liaison James Byrnes. Also present was the Township 

Engineer, Jamison Zimmerman, C.F.M. 

 

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM October 3, 2019. Motion by Mr. Bollettieri to accept minutes 

with one clarification, seconded by Mr. Gashlin. Motion carried. 

 

D.  IN REMEMBRANCE OF OUR BELOVED FORMER SECRETARY ROSALEE DI PIETRO. 

 

Commissioner McGrath read Rosalee Di Pietro’s Obituary.  It was noted that she was the first 

Secretary to the Berkeley Township Waterway’s Commission. They spoke of her dedication as 

the Secretary. The Commissioners also spoke to the huge community turnout in tribute to her, 

as a longtime Berkeley Township employee and beloved resident. All in attendance agreed that 

she will be sadly missed and always fondly remembered. 

 

E.  OLD BUSINESS 

 

1. Re-cap of Clean Ocean Action Beach Sweep at Dudley Park (Commissioner Collis) 

 

The local Boys Scouts came to help clean the area, along with others. There were approximately 

twenty-five people in attendance.  Ms. Collis pointed out there were trash bins in Dudley Park 

and at “The Trestle.” Ms. Collis suggested bins be placed at the entrance to the trail, which has 

been widened, and along the trail, if possible. 
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Mr. Bollittieri will contact Jim Sperber at the Parks and Beaches Department regarding getting 

additional trash bins. 

 

Ms. Collis was pleased with the excellent help of the Boy Scouts. She sent a list of their names 

to the Mayor and Clerk to have certificates made for them. She has not heard back on the 

status of the certificates. Mr. Bollittieri will follow-up on the status of the certificates. 

 

Mr. McGrath thanked Ms. Collis for once again heading this project and for the outstanding 

outcome of her work. Ms. Collis thanked all involved for their help, especially Mr. Bekiarian. 

 

 

2.  Dedication ceremony for the Trestle (Vice-Chairman Gashlin and Secretary Bekiarian) 

 

Mr. Gashlin’s Report: 

 

On Friday, November 1, 2019, there was a ribbon cutting ceremony celebrating the completion 

of the 150' long Pedestrian Bridge, commonly known as "The Trestle.” The Trestle spans the 

Cedar Creek connecting Berkeley Twp. with Lacey, along the Barnegat Branch Trail.  Attending 

the ceremony were Mayor Amato, along with the Lacey Mayor, Freeholders, County Law 

Enforcement, including the Sheriff, Heads of Ocean County Parks, Planning and Engineering 

Depts., Township Professionals, Council members and BTWAC Commissioners. 

  

The trestle project includes keeping some of the historic wooden structure and pilings in place, 

under the new span. Picnic tables, and a newly constructed path near the bridge enhance the 

area. A major safety improvement to the trestle and surrounding area includes a Solar Powered 

Video Surveillance System that feeds video to the county Sheriff Department for monitoring.  

  

Currently, approximately 3 miles of the Barnegat Branch Trail from Dudley Park at Cedar Creek 

to Hickory Lane in Berkeley Township have been completed, along with more miles already 

completed in the project in surrounding towns.  When done, the linear park will span about 16 

miles within Ocean County. 

  

Cedar Creek is a magnificent environmental, recreational and tourism jewel in Berkeley 

Township that feeds into the Bay and is part of the Barnegat Bay Watershed. Citizens and 

visitors alike will share in many fond memories for years to come, while traveling and 

sightseeing along “The Trestle.” 

 

~End of Mr. Gashlin’s Report~ 
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Both Mr. McGrath and Mr. Bekiarian commented on the beauty of this area of Cedar Creek. 

They both agreed that the upgrades to this area and trestle will enhance the beautiful parks in 

the Berkeley Township area. Mr. Bekiarian also agreed with Ms. Collis that it would be 

worthwhile to have trash bins placed in the trail area. The clean-up, along with the addition of 

trash bins would help to keep this area pristine. 

 

 

3.  Sloop Creek dredging schedule and coordination with marina activities (Commissioner Collis) 

 

Ms. Collis received an email today from the DOT and was informed that project was delayed the 

past few weeks as they were side-tracked due to weather. The contractor is expected to begin 

by the end of this week. 

 

Boaters will need to radio ahead using Channel VH67. With proper advance notification the 

barge will allow passage of boats one at a time. This is expected to last for 3-4 weeks working 

24/7 depending on the weather. 

 

Mr. Bekiarian will include this information in the Berkeley Shores Homeowners Association’s 

newsletter.  

 

 

4.  Water Quality review & sediment determination for dredge hole #40 in Berkeley Shores 

prepared by Stockton University (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath discussed that the DOT currently uses holes in the bay in Northern Ocean County 

for dredged materials from current projects, including the Sloop Creek Project. Using the 

landlocked, manmade lagoon just south of Allen Road was also discussed at that meeting. This 

lagoon could also be used for deposit of dredged materials from other local projects. Once it is 

filled in, application for a GP24 Permit to the state for Marsh Restoration can be submitted. 

 

This was considered at the DOT meeting held in Berkeley Township. It would be a cost-effective 

alternative to transport materials to the currently used location. The DEP was in attendance 

and said that the Allen Road site would need to be tested first. 

 

As a result, Stockton University Coastal Research Center (CRC) did the testing and the report 

was distributed at the meeting. Mr. Gashlin read the conclusion into the minutes: 
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Conclusion: This short survey of four mid-line maximum depth locations indicates that this site 

could be seen as a candidate for habitat restoration as a larger than normal salt marsh pond if 

filled with dredge material to the -2.0 to -1.5-foot (MLW) depths seen in the two western ponds 

through which access to the excavation must go. Returning the site to salt marsh is also a 

potential habitat creation effort and the site could be re-vegetated in the final steps of the 

restoration. 

 

~End of Finding~ 

 

The Commissioners were optimistic that this site could be used and eventually restored.  

 

 

5.  Moorage Lagoon depth assessment (Commissioner Nunn, Vice Chairman Gashlin, Chairman 

McGrath) 

 

Mr. Ed Figler, a local resident, brought his concern of the depth of the Moorage Avenue lagoon 

at a previous meeting. The Commissioners appreciated his concerns and his attention to the 

area. After going out with Mr. Figler, it was found that the readings taken by Mr. McGrath and 

Mr. Gashlin showed the depths were sufficient, except in two areas. The outfall pipes at the 

end of the lagoon at Moorage Avenue and at the end of Veeder Lane need to be assessed. 

 

Mr. McGrath is still waiting for a reply from Mr. Ernst from the county as to what can be done 

with the silting at the lagoon ends. It was noted that the county crews came out and vacuumed 

the catch basins. However, Mr. McGrath pointed out that the silting over the years still needs to 

be addressed. Mr. McGrath stated that he expects he will hear back from the county once they 

complete their assessment. 

 

 

6.  Dredging priority list for NJDOT (Commissioner Borio) 

 

Mr. Borio sent Mr. Gashlin a list of approximately 35-36 sites. However, it was decided that this 

discussion be held when Mr. Borio is present. 
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7. Reconstruction and elevation of the end of Main Street (Chairman McGrath) 

 

Mr. McGrath noted that the East End of Main Street was elevated approximately a foot. A 

discussion ensued on the need for elevation in other areas, including Sloop Creek Road. It was 

decided that other areas needing elevation should be included at a later meeting, as a separate 

agenda item. It was also noted that it would be those areas effected by local waterways. 

 

 

8. Status of ongoing waterfront projects by Township Engineer (Pamela Hilla, P.E., C.F.M.) 

 

Jamison Zimmerman, Project Engineer for RVE, gave review of current projects: 

BERKELEY TOWNSHIP WATERWAYS ADVISORY COMMISSION 

ENGINEERS REPORT FOR MEETING OF NOVEMBER 12, 2019 

 1.      Projects in the design phase: 

  Allen Road Beach Restoration (Our File: 1506-U-034) 

A pre-application meeting was held on February 20, 2018 at the NJDEP office in 

Trenton.  The meeting was attended by Lindsey Davis, an Environmental Scientist with the 

Division of Land Use Regulation, William McGrath and John LeCompte as well as two NJDEP 

interns.  Installation of rip-rap along the edge of the water was discussed and if the rip rap is 

located above the mean high water line, should be approved. 

 Regarding the debris removal, the NJDEP stated that concrete debris can be removed 

without a permit but if it is part of a foundation that extends significantly below the surface, 

a permit will be required. Further investigation needs to be performed by Township to 

verify if it is surface debris or buried foundations. 

 An alternate shoreline stabilization project to install a structural breakwater into the 

waterway with a vegetated living shoreline was discussed as an option, however the project 

is on hold until a funding source is established.  Bruno Associates prepared a 2018 Water 

Quality Grant Application that was submitted August of 2018. NJDEP released the award list 

and this project was not selected for grant funding. No change currently. 
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Clamming Creek Dredging Project (Our File: 1506-U-114)  

Short Term Goal Clamming Creek Dredged – Met with NJDOT and the County on 7/1/19 

to discuss dredging of NJDOT’s waterway Clamming Creek. NJDOT had no objections to the 

Township proceeding with the dredging plan. RVE has completed the survey and 

construction plans. A sampling plan has been submitted to NJDEP to review and approval. 

Once the plan is approved RVE will request quotes to have the sampling done. Once the 

sampling is complete, RVE will send the results along with a formal request to Ocean County 

for placement of dredge material on their property.  

Long Term Goal Utilize Allen Road Lagoon for Dredge Material Placement – A meeting 

was held with NJDOT 7/1/19 to discuss reuse of dredge material for habitat restoration at 

the Allen Road Lagoon. To date, survey of the lagoon has been completed by RVE and it is 

approximated 40,000 CY of storage area. Stockton University Coastal Research Center (CRC) 

conducted a Water Quality Review and Sediment Determination Study which indicated the 

site could be seen as a candidate for habitat restoration. NJDOT is going to be surveying 

their waterways to assess the need to dredge. RVE is requesting quotes to have Berkeley 

Township lagoons surveyed to assess the local need. Based on the meeting with NJDOT, it is 

more critical that the NJDOT waterways be dredged however Berkeley Township has been 

asked to prepare a dredge plan to assess their local needs for dredging. RVE’s next priority 

is to establish local need by performing soundings at specific locations, NJDOT to provide 

parameters of work. 

  

C. 23rd Avenue Outfall Decking Project (Our File: 1506-U-135) 

A site meeting was held with the Beautification Committee of South Seaside Park to review 

the project limits and the installation of decking over the existing pipe outfall. The 

committee responded positively to the proposed plan, and survey has been completed and 

the design plans are being finalized for submission to NJDEP for permits. 

  

D. Berkeley Shores Culvert Reconstruction Project (Our File: 1506-T-071) 

RVE investigated what permits would be required to replace the culvert. An application for 

Flood Hazard Area General Permit No. 9 and a Wetlands General Permit 10A will be 
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required. RVE will be preparing plans to NJDEP for the required permits. Public Works 

indicated they would replace the pipe.  

  

2.      Projects in the construction phase: 

  

A. Teakwood Drive Bulkhead (1506-U-092 Various Drainage) 

Our office is waiting on a schedule from Earle for the completion of these improvements. A 

site inspection was performed by Contractor, to stabilize the area it is required that 2 new 

tie rods be installed tying into the existing bulkhead. Waiting on a schedule from Byrd 

Construction.  

  

B. North Bay, Maple Drive and Longview Roadway Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-

120)  

The project was awarded at the May 20th Council Meeting to CJ Hesse; road has been billed, 

drainage is complete. Contractor anticipates paving by the end of this week. 

RVE is investigating an issue with an outfall at 209 Longview; homeowner believes the pipe 

is collapsed. RVE inspected the outfall after a heavy rain event and the outfall is currently 

operating. RVE is investigating further and has attempted to receive an easement from 209 

Longview for the pipe.   

  

C. Various Drainage Our File: 1506-U-132 

Project shall be rebid to remove the bulkheading from the project scope. Drainage and 

grading improvements are being proposed at Huntley Avenue and Normandy Avenue, 

Harbor Inn Road, Bay Boulevard and South Bayview Avenue, 22nd Avenue, Ocean Avenue 

and Sunset Drive South. Work is substantially complete with some remaining concrete and 

punchlist work. 
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D. Bulkhead Projects (Our File: 1506-U-133)  

Due to high pricing received from bidding, Maple Drive Bulkhead and Main Street Bulkhead 

replacement will be pulled from the various drainage project and bid as its own project. 

RVE is hoping to get more competitive pricing for the bulkhead improvements. Project was 

bid in August and was awarded to TR Weniger Inc. at the August 26th Council Meeting. 

Preconstruction meeting was held Friday 10/4; work to commence this winter. 

  

E. Jamaica Boulevard Emergency Culvert Reconstruction (Our File: 1506-U-134)  

Earle Asphalt was awarded the project and has started construction. The bottom of the 

culvert is being repaired to remediate erosion and undermining that is occurring along 

Jamaica Blvd. 

  

3.      Grant Applications: 

  

A. Moorage Park Retention Basin 

The project consists of constructing a retention basin at the Little League Complex between 

Moorage Avenue and Red Bank Avenue.  The proposed retention basin will be located to the 

northeast of the existing VCC Building.  Our office has prepared a preliminary cost estimate 

and submitted a preliminary Environmental Infrastructure Trust Fund application to help 

obtain funding and keep the project moving forward.  Plans, specifications and a 

stormwater management report are being finalized.  Additional funding sources will also be 

explored.   

  

A response to the initial NJEIT application was received from the NJDEP and additional 

information was requested including location of wetlands and an archeological survey.  An 

LOI for the property was provided by the Little League and our office has submitted to the 

NJDEP.  In addition, the Township Attorney has found the original filing documents for the 

property to transfer title from the Berkeley Board of Education.  The Township has re-sent 

the information to the Board of Education for execution and will move forward to file as 

soon as possible.   Once we receive the filed deed it will be forwarded to the NJEIT.    A 

resolution has been received from the Board of Education for the property, but the approval 
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of the Department of Education is required prior to filing the deed.  The NJEIT application is 

proceeding but the NJDEP application will require the owner’s signature. RVE prepared and 

submitted a DEP Barnegat Bay Water Quality Restoration Grant to assist with funding on 

August 30th. NJDEP released the award list and this project was not selected for grant 

funding. No further action is proposed at this time. 

  

B. Main Street Park and Boat Ramp  

RVE is preparing a conceptual plan for a boat ramp at Main Street which would include new 
bulkhead stabilized boat ramp, parking, trailer parking and playground area. RVE is 
reviewing different funding sources and there is a potential funding source through Green 
Acres. Berkeley Township will be received a grant packet from Green Acres Grants & Loans 
– NJDEP in either November or December outlining the application process. The funding is 
intended to promote and preserve outdoor recreation facilities and projects. Bruno 
Associates prepared a Green Acres Grant for the construction of a boat ramp, parking lot 
and playground area at Main Street. Application was submitted to Green Acres in March; the 
application was deemed complete by Green Acres and is under review by NJDEP. RVE 
received comments back from USACE and NJDEP. SAV survey is required; RVE is requesting 
quotes. 

  

4.   Additional Items: 

  

A. Elevation of Roadways 

The Waterways Commission discussed prioritization of the elevation of low-lying roadways 

that frequently flood. Discussions were made about preparing a Planning Report to identify 

and prioritize the critical low-lying roadways within the Township. Survey work is being 

performed by RVE review the ability to perform crown and driveway elevations under 

various areas. Low lying areas in Evergreen, Main and Balsam are being investigated under 

various drainage capital funding. Temporary Construction easements are required for all 

improvements that encroach onto private properties. 
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B. USACE Beach Replenishment Project 

Beach replenishment has been completed in Berkeley Township except for cross over 

locations. Work in Berkeley Township is substantially complete. Cross overs have been 

turned over to the Township; supplemental dune grass planting is planned for fall on 2019.  

  

C. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant – 2018 

Two (2) of the thirteen (13) properties were selected by FEMA to advance in the grant 

process. A formal approval by FEMA is still pending at this time. 

  

D. Flood Mitigation Assistance Grant - 2019 

2019 Fiscal Year FMA program Schedule is the following:  

Submission 11/29/19 

NJOEM review 12/19-1/19 

FEMA review 18 months.  

We will be submitting Twelve homes to be raised as part of this Grant. 75/25 Grant 

Program.  

  

E. Municipal Public Access Plan 

Final review and approval is being done by NJDEP; once approved the plan will need to be 

incorporated into the Township’s Master Plan. 

  

F. FEMA Restudy 

2018                Restudy of the maps 

2022                Draft Maps will be available 
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2023                New Preliminary Maps will be available 

2024                Adoption of new Maps 

 

 

  

G. 2019 CRS Cycling  

Once the Council approves the Ocean County Hazard Mitigation Plan on Monday 11/18/19 

Berkeley Township will find out the CRS level.  

  

H. 2020 Five Star and Urban Waters Restoration Grant Program  

Informational Webinar – November 21, 2019 – RVE to participate and report on 
 Grant at next meeting. 

~End of Engineer’s Report~ 

 
 

9.  Handicapped Parking at Amherst Beach (Commissioner Gashlin) 

 

Mr. Gashlin contacted Jim Sperber, Director of the Parks and Beaches Department. Mr. Sperber 

is contacting the Department of Public Works Director (Steve Seiler) to get handicapped parking 

in the main parking lot area. 

 

 

OTHER OLD BUSINESS:   

 

Mr. Bollettiere discussed Pier Street regarding the drainage pipe there and need for a barrier. 

Mr. McGrath referred this to Ms. Zimmerman for further review. In addition, a discussion 

regarding Butler Avenue Beach and the loss of sand. Mr. McGrath previously spoke to the DEP; 

and it is unlikely that this area can be filled in, as it is mapped for eel grass. 
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F. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

1. Army Corps of Engineers proposed changes to SPGP-17 and G6(a) “non-polluting materials” 

(Chairman McGrath) 

 

Army Corps of Engineers made notice for new regulations that will allow the State to issue 

permits without having to go to them for approval, if they are using “non-polluting materials.” 

In the past it has been redundant and expensive in obtaining permits from both the State and 

Federal government. This will streamline the permit process. 

 

 

G. MEETING OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

 

James Blavat of 83 Windjammer Court, Bayville brought up the problem of bulkheads in the 

area. There was a discussion of who is responsible for the replacement of residential 

bulkheading. Mr. Blavat asked if there is any type of grants available to residents. Ms. 

Zimmerman pointed out it is private property and the current homeowner’s responsibility. 

 

 

Motion by Mr. Bollettiere to close the public portion of the meeting, seconded by Mr. Nunn. 

Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mr. Bollettiere to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mr. Nunn. Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Gail Hickey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


